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The Independent Journalism Foundation (Center for Independent Journalism) continued its traditional activities with the aim to raise the professional standards of journalism and to intensify professional dialogue in the media. Moreover, it carried out projects which strengthened the capacities of NGOs and the cooperation among them. The Center for Independent Journalism also continued to take part in international programs, thus strenghtening its position internationally and establishing cooperations in new fields. 
Gender mainstreaming in the media – A project funded by the European Union

From September 2004 to May 2005 the Center for Independent Journalism carried out a nine month program called „Gender mainstreaming in the media – introducing EU principles and practices to journalists NGOs”. The project was funded by the European Union’s Phare Access 2002 program. It consisted of the following activities: 
1. Training workshops for journalists and members of non-profit organisations of journalists – Participants learnt how to apply gender-sensitive perspective in journalism, thus improving the quality of media products. 
a. Gender in and behind the news (January 7-8, 2005; trainer: Dorette Kuipers, Netherlands)
b. Gender in television – ratings and/or professional quality (January 10-11, 2005; trainer: Dorette Kuipers, Netherland)
c. Women’s magazines, women’s TV-programmes – real topics and quality, (April 8-9, 2005; trainer: Birgitta Schulte, Germany) 
d. Gender mainstreaming and how to introduce in journalism education – methodological seminar (April 30, 2005, expert: Renata Sribar, Slovenia)

2. International Conference (April, 29 2005) – The Center for Independent Journalism hosted the conference of journalists and experts from Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, the Netherlands, Romania, Slovenia. The conference revolved around the question how the concept of gender mainstreaming can be taught and applied in the media and in journalism and what role civil organisation play in this process. The participants adopted a closing document with the conclusions of the conference.

3. Publications about the project – The online version of the publication is available at www.cij.hu under the title „Gender in the media”. It is a useful reference work in this area. The Center published and distributed 500 copies of the printed version.
4. Round-table discussion about the results of the project for gender experts and members of civil organisations – 31st May 2005. 

The Center for Independent Journalism implemented the program in close cooperation with journalist organisations, non-profit organisations, (MiNŐK, IgEN Egyesület, MÚOSZ, Nők a Médiában Egyesület, Radio Nederland Training Centre, Journalistinnenbund, SEENPM). Apart from international experts Hungarian lecturers also participated. Journalists considered the program to be useful as it provide them with various new ideas, tools to improve journalistic quality and political correctness. The program fostered the professional capacities of the Center and helped consolidating its ties with domestic and international civil organisations working on gender issues. The Center plans to carry out other gender-related activities in the future and will focus on involving more partners from South and Eastern Europe.
Roma Programs
Regional Roma journalist internship program
The latest ten-month Roma media internship program which the Center for Independent Journalism has been carrying out every year since 1998, ended on March 17, 2005 with a graduation ceremony. For the first time, the programme gained regional character, since not only Hungarian participants were involved, but also Hungarian speaking participants from Romania and Slovakia. Six Hungarian, three Slovak and one Romanian participant graduated from the course, which had been supported by the following organizations, institutions: Open Society Institute, Levi Strauss Foundation, the National Television and Radio Commission, Ministry of Youth, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, Népszabadság Rt. and the Hungarian Radio.
From October to December, 2005 the Center for Independent Journalism prepared the next - the 8th in a row - Roma mainstream media internship programme due to start in 2006 adding new participating countries. Apart from Hungarians, the Budapest Center will enroll participants in its regional course from Romania, Serbia and Slovakia. In 2005 the Center in Budapest had agreed with the Centers for Independent Journalism in Bucharest and Bratislava and with the Novi Sad School of Journalism to select candidates as well as coordinate the program in their respective countries. After a multi-round selection process 16 candidates were admitted into the program: ten participants from Hungary, two participants from each of the other three countries. 
The regional program provides a three-month, full-time theoretical training for the participants who then they go to work full-time in newsrooms till the end of the program. Janis Overlock, a US-journalist, is the director of the programme. The 2005/2006 program is to be supported by the Media Program of the Open Society Institute, the Belgian Evens Foundation and the Training Center of Népszabadság/Ringier..
By 2005 72 participants had graduated from the Roma media internship program, that served as a model for similar training programes in Slovakia, Romania, Bulgaria and Macedonia. In 2003 the programme was awarded the title „Best European Intercultural Education Programme” by the Belgian Evens Foundation. 
Aroma Radio – Roma local community radio in Kiskőrös

Within the framework of a former EU-programme (Phare Access 2001) and under the professional guidance of the Budapest Center for Independent Journalism, a local community radio station was launched in Kiskőrös under the name of "Aroma Rádió”. They started regular broadcasting in January 2005, targeting the local Roma community. The Center was constantly monitoring the professional activities of Aroma Radio and tried to help with fundraising. Both the director (Gábor Kvalla) and the editor-in-chief (Ferenc Kunhegyesi) of the radio station are graduates ofn the Center’s Roma mainstream media internship programme in 2001.
Media relations and advocacy traning for Roma journalists

In 2005 the Center for Independent Journalism concluded a nine-month project building on the results of an earlier EU-project (Phare Access 2001) which offered a training in public relations to Roma journalists. The six-week training program led by László Hajdú, Angéla Kóczé und Éva Vajda focused on advocacy and lobbying. Nine Roma journalists completed the training successfully (they had all graduated from the media internship program in earlier years). They learned how to design a media strategy and how to organise successful campaigns and use advocacy tools. They also learned how to pass on this knowledge to other Roma civil organisations.
Upon having completed the course, they held consultations in April and May 2005 in the counties of Heves, Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén and Hajdú-Bihar Megye for 39 Roma non-profit organisations and 148 representatives of the local governments.
The program supported by the US-Embassy was enormously successful. It highlighted how important it is for Roma organisations to have well-trained Roma experts at hand. 
Radio magazine production by Roma teenagers in Budapest

In May 2005 the Center for Independent Journalism launched another program for Roma youth.  The objective of the project was to train them to produce radio magazine programs to be broadcast by Radio C, a popular Roma radio station in Budapest. This program was funded by the Dutch embassy’s Matra Kap foundation. The participants were all high school students, and the were assisted throughout the project by Romani mentors – Roma journalists. The students completed a ten-day intensive radio journalism course with trainer Zsolt Braun from 27 June to July 8 and from August they were producing their own radio programs with the help of mentors. By December 2005 five shows had been finalised and broadcast by Radio C.
Specialized Reporting
From 9 to 11h November 2005 the Center for Independent Journalism organised a workshop for science journalists timed to the event of the World Science Forum taking place in Budapest. The workshop focused on topics of science information and professional responsibility of journalists. The program was supported by the US-Embassy; trainer was Linda Billings, a US expert on science communication. The participants also attended the World Science Forum at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences as well as the special session of the World Federation of International Science Journalists which took place in Budapest at the same time.
International Cooperation
South East European Network for Professionalization of the Media (SEENPM)
The Center for Independent Journalism has been a member of the South East European Network for Professionalization of the Media since its foundation in 1999. The Center continued to take part in its activities. The network comprises 18 independent media centers and institutes in the region in 11 countries: Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Hungary, Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia and Slovenia. The main supporters of the network are the Open Society Institute, the Danish and the Swiss governments. The network’s aim is to raise the professional quality of the media and its local networks as well as to contribute to democratisation of the media in the region.
SEENPM held its general assembly on March 4th-5th 2005 in Budapest at the Center for Independent Journalism. The main topic was how the organisation could further develop its role as an international network, what legal and organisational changes will be necessary in the near future. At the extraordinary general assembly in October 2005 in Sofia the organisation decided to shift its focus from training programs to international media research and media politics.
Thanks to the cooperation within the South East European Network, Hungarian journalists could take part in traditional SEENPM courses and field trips in other countries. In 2005 these were:
- Independent radio management: programming and marketing (workshop, Sofia)
- Journalism and business (training course, Sarajevo)

- Freelance journalism: How to find a way out of the grey area? (international conference, Ljubljana)

- How to write about terrorism? (training course, Tirana)

- Croation National  Parks and tourism (field trip, Opatija)

- Defence and security issues in journalism (workshop, Novi Sad)
- Financial and indirect censorship in South East European journalism (conference, Bucharest)

- Emerging media industry and ethics (international conference, Sofia)

Investigative journalism in East- and Central Europe – international conference

On October 28 and 29, 2005 the Center for Independent Journalism held an international conference „Investigative journalism in East- and Central Europe” whith 75 investigative journalist participants. The Danish Associations of Investigative Journalists founded a support structure called Scoop which helps investigations by journalists from South and East Europe professionally, legally and financially. Thanks to this assistance, journalists undertook large-scale investigative work, sometimes even cross border projects. Their articles won several awards for journalism excellence. Journalists from Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, Romania, Bulgaria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia-Montenegro, Croatia, Hungary, Kosovo, Macedonia, Slovenia, the Czech Republic, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Germany, Denmark and the United States attended the conference. 
Special guest speakers at the conference were Dr. Peter Eigen, founder of Transparency International (The role of journalists in the fight against corruption), Bruce Shapiro, professor of Yale University (Pro and contra investigative journalism), German freelance journalist Jürgen Roth (How to investigate into international criminal organisations?). During the conference training courses were offered to participating journalists: Computer assisted journalism (Katerina Spasovska, Macedonia), How to interview traumatised people? (Bruce Shapiro, USA). The successful organisation of the conference further strengthened the position of the Center of Independent Journalism internationally. The conference was supported by the Network Media Program of the Open Society Institute, Carlsberg Breweries and the danish International Media Support.
Media and law – international conference

The Center for Independent Journalism was the co-organiser of a British-Ukrainian-Slovakian-Romanian-Hungarian conference on media and law which took place in March 2005 in Nyíregyháza. The conference was organised and funded by the British Embassy together with Euroclip KHt. Requested by the British Embassy, the Center as a media consultant was involved in the preparations of another conference in Nyiregyhaza on the topic “Change of media ethics in Europe”) scheduled for January 2006. 
Video training for NGOs assisting the mentally disabled 

On November 11 and 12 2005 the Center for Independent Journalism held a video training workshop for NGOs from Croatia, Romania, Hungary and Moldavia assisting mentally disabled people. The project was supported by the Open Society Institute (Mental Health Initiative). The training was led by Violeta Krasnic of the US organisation Witness specializing in video advocacy. This course was part of the OSI’s training program on campaigning and advocacy. 

As a related event, on December 14, 2005 the OSI EUMAP program and the Salva Vita Foundation presented the country report on the education and employment rights and opportunities of people with mental disabilities in Hungary. The Center for Independent Journalism helped the national launch with media relations. 

Media Research
In April 2005 the South East European Network for Professionalization of the Media (SEENPM) launched an international media research programe called „The ethics of business, the business of ethics”. The implementation of the research was coordinated by the centers of the network. The Hungarian part was written by the media researcher Peter Bajomi-Lázár. The book containing country reports and the international summery was published by the Center for Independent Journalism in Budapest in English. The online version can be downloaded at www.seenpm.org.
The Open Society Institute (EU Monitoring and Advocacy Program, EUMAP) assigned the Center for Independent Journalism to prepare and organize the professional debate (January 18, 2005) of the country  report „The situation and practice of broadcasting in Hungary” written by Péter Bajomi Lázár. The Hungarian draft report was evaluated and commented by leading legal and media experts. The findings of the large international research program will be published in 2006 in English and the national languages of all the 20 European countries involved in the research project. The Center for Independent Journalism will organize of the Hungarian book launch, and was requested by OSI EUMAP to coordinate the work regarding the translation, editing and proof-reading (September-December 2005). The online version can be downloaded at www.eumap.org.
Professional fora, round-table dscussions

The Center remains an independent forum for journalists and media experts; its round-table discussions and events attracted more than 300 participants in 2005. The Association of Hungarian Content Providers (MTE) held six roundtable-discussions about relevant questions for the online media. 

On September 30, 2005 the Non-profit Media center Foundation held its traditional review of television- and radio programs produced by physically or mentally disabled persons, The film show attracted more than 70 participants.
On October 13th the „MiNők” Association presented the „Feminist Almanach” at the Center.
Cooperation with civil organisations

In 2005 the cooperation of the Association of Women Online (MiNŐK) with the Center for Independent Journalism was not limited to the gender mainstreaming project. The Association also carried out its trainings for organisational skills (four workshops) and six computer training workshops at the premises of the Center. The Center also hosted the organisation development training workshops of the SEED Foundation. 
Improving our organisational structures, new office 
As a part of the three-year institutional support program by the Hungarian Soros Foundation, an independent screening of the organizational, operational structure took place at the Center. The report was elaborated based on a thorough evaluation and analysis of the organisation’s structures, with a number of recommendations to strengthen institutional and professional sustainability. In line with these recommendations, and in order to reduce costs, the Center decided to move to new premises - to a smaller, but better equipped office on November 19th 2005. The new address is 1088 Budapest, Vas u. 6. 1/5. Phone number (317-5448) and fax number (267-4613) as well as the  e-mail address (cij@cij.hu) remained the same.
Staff members participated in conferences and trainings („Global education”- Budapest, „European funds” – Brussels, „Media in Hungary” – Tihany, ”Convergence in the Media”-IFRA, Darmstadt, „Global Forum for Media Development”-Amman, „Anti-discrimination Training”- Budapest, „Dilemma of the civil sector” - Budapest).
Activities of the Library

The library provides information and media research facilities and services to journalists and students of communication and media studies. The library offers handbooks on journalism, dailies and magazines in Hungarian English. There is also CD-ROM database comprising Hungarian and US papers such as the New York Times and the Washington Post. The librarian helps users with internet databases. In 2005 approximately 2000 visitors used the services of the library. 


The activity of the Center for Independent Journalism was supported by following institutions in 2005: 

Independent Journalism Foundation, New York

Open Society Institute (OSI)- Network Media Program
Open Society Institute (OSI)- Mental Health Initiative

Open Society Institute (OSI)- EU Monitoring and Advocacy Program, EUMAP

Soros Foundation

Phare Access Program 2002 – European Union

National Television and Radio Commission (ORTT)

South East European Network for Professionalization of the Media – SEENPM (Open Society Institute, Danish and Swiss governments)
Embassy of the United States

Embassy of the Netherlands – Matra KAP Program

British Embassy

Evens Foundation

Ministry of Youth, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities

Népszabadság Ringier Training Center

Hungarian Radio
National Civil Fund
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