Annual report - 2006
The Center for Independent Journalism (CIJ, registered name: Independent Journalism Foundation) is a foundation of public benefit with a mission to raise professional standards in journalism, promote fact-based and ethical reporting in Hungary.  CIJ has been the only journalism training organization in Hungary working on a not for profit basis, and it has offered training to several thousands of journalists, media students and managers.  

CIJ focused its activities in 2006 on the following priority areas:

· Training of journalists

· Minorities in media

· International cooperation

In 2006 the Center for Independent Journalism organized courses, workshops, roundtable discussions and conferences with the aim to further training of professionals and thus contribute to higher quality of journalism in Hungary. The traditional Roma Mainstream Media Internship Program (a newsroom diversification project) and the radio production project implemented in 2006 for Roma youth represented another major field of activities to help a more balanced and credible portrayal of Roma in media. International cooperation has become increasingly important for CIJ: elected as president of the South East European Network for Professionalization of Media (SEENPM) in 2006, the Budapest Center managed the network projects in journalism training, exchange of experiences, media research and self-regulation.  
I. Training of Journalists
Online journalism course

In cooperation with Origo, the largest news portal in Hungary, CIJ conducted a 12-week online journalism course for beginner journalists and media students from March to May 2006. Twenty participants were selected based on applications, and the course sessions were held on Thursdays. The trainees received assignments regularly and completed them online. The curriculum covered the basics of online reporting. Sessions included: 

· Traditional and new media; 

· Media types and technology features; news values on the web; 

· Online content and interactivity; hypertexts and backgrounds; 

· Web journalism formats and how they use the internet; online journalism and their place in journalism; 

· Sources and the use of sources; 

· Databases; computer assisted journalism; 

· Stories and multimedia; new types of web stories; blog: journalism or personal reporting?; user generated content and their relation to content from newsrooms; 

· Online ethics, taste, measure and reason; 

· Journalism and advertising; 

· Online media law; copyrights; individual rights, 

· Media convergence

Lead trainer was Balazs Weyer, editor in chief of Origo, trainers included Sara Toth, head of domestic news department, Origo and Peter Nadori, a new media expert specializing in blogs. At the completion of the course, trainees received certificates on June 8, 2006 and also got an opportunity to intern for 2 or 3 weeks at Origo’s political and economic departments.
Health journalism – mentoring program 
From 1 May to 31 August, 2006 he Center for Independent Journalism implemented the project A Mentor’s Guide to In-depth Health Reporting supported by Small Grants Program of Health Journalism Partnership, an international consortium of donor organizations (more:www.healthjournalism.net; http://www.healthjournalism.net/grants/cij.aspx).  
This project had the following direct and long-term objectives: empower journalism mentors by improved training skills; train health journalists to use in-depth reporting skills; contribute to higher professional standards of health reporting in Hungary. 
Two training workshops were held in June involving Dutch health journalist, José van der Sman, a science reporter for the leading Dutch weekly magazine ‘Elsevier’ since 1988, specializing on health, medicine, psychiatry and psychology. In 2003 she received the prestigious journalism-award of the Royal Dutch Academy of Sciences acknowledging hundreds of her articles published about health. She conducted a workshop for 4 journalism mentors on June 7, and also held sessions and consultations with 11 reporters who attended the workshop on tuberculosis on June 8 and 9. The workshop “Resurgence of tuberculosis in Hungary” with leading Hungarian experts had the following components: 
· presentations on the national situation of tuberculosis and 

· sessions, group exercises on creative and in-depth reporting techniques.; 

· a field trip to Szolnok.

In the second phase, mentors and journalists assigned worked together and designed articles. By the end of the program, eight journalists wrote and published articles using the information and skills learnt during the workshop. During the mentoring program, an e-mail group list was created for the participants; mentors and reporters had follow-up meetings (July 14 and August 30, 2006) to share experiences and formulate recommendations for further programs. 
Reporting for wire services

Knight International Press Fellow Larry Gerber conducted workshops and on-site consultations at CIJ Budapest from 23 to 27 May, 2006. He held a two-day workshop for Roma students on reporting for wires services and human rights issues,  had meetings with editors of Fuggetlen Hirogynokseg. He was a speaker at a roundtable discussion The Care and Feeding of News Agencies with 12 participants from news agencies in Hungary. The event brought together professionals from news agencies operating in Hungary and Budapest-based foreign journalists/photojournalists working for international wire services to discuss the developments and challenges that shaped the recent history of the news agencies internationally and more specifically in the East European region. 

Larry Gerber was based in Vienna as the Associated Press bureau chief responsible for news coverage and budgeting in Central Europe and the Balkans in the 80s. Later, as AP chief of  Nordic Services, he was in charge of news, photo and business and translation operations in Scandinavia. Gerber was also assistant chief of bureau for news in Los Angeles, editor on the wire service's World Desk in New York and a reporter based in Bonn. He has nearly 40 years of reporting, editing and managing experience with AP and other organizations. He served as a journalism trainer in Afghanistan, was consultant to news agencies in Armenia and in Macedonia, and in 2006 - as a Knight International Press Fellow – he provided journalism training and media consultancy in Romania and Moldova. 
II. Minorities in Media

Regional Roma Mainstream Media Internship Program (November 8, 2005 – October 10, 2006)
The Center for for Independent Journalism completed the eighth annual Roma Mainstream Media Internship Program October 10th, 2006 with 14 graduates from Hungary, Romania, Serbia and Slovakia. The honored guest speaker of the graduation ceremony was Marie Struthers, program manager of the Open Society Institute Network Media Program, the main funder of the project. 

The goal of this program, the first newsroom diversification project in the region, is to provide opportunities to talented young Romani with at least a secondary education to develop careers in the mainstream media.  Fourteen interns from Hungary, Slovakia, Romania, and Serbia successfully completed the program that integrated classroom and actual newsroom experience. 

The interns began the program in January 2006 with a three-month intensive course at the Center for Independent Journalism.  The students received training on Western and Hungarian journalism techniques, professional speech lessons, grammar and stylistics, political science and government, law, human rights issues, English lessons, and a survey of Hungarian media.  They also had intensive courses on television, radio news production. At the end of this intensive period, the interns were evaluated in terms of strengths and abilities and assigned to the appropriate media.  

The students interned at media organizations and in the meantime they regularly had consultations and further lessons at the center. They included special classes media ethics, journalists code of conduct; Roma human rights and gender issues with Hungarian and international experts. A two-day workshop was held on reporting for wire services, and education issues. Lead trainer and director of the regional Roma programs, Janis Overlock held several rounds of consultations and individual discussions with students to evaluate the progress they have made since the beginning of the internship phase at media organizations. 

The interns were required to work at least 30 hours per week at various media under the guidance of  mentors.  They worked in a variety of media in Hungary, Romania and Serbia, including TV2, RTL-Klub, MTV, Echo TV, Hungarian News Agency (MTI), Független Hírügynökség (Independent News Agency), Hírszerző, Klubrádió, Roma Press Center, Rádió C, Népszabadság, Magyar Hírlap, Romapage, Győri Hét, Televizija Novi Sad, Zorile, Új Magyar Szó, Zi de Zi, ProTV, TVR, Associated Press.

Graduates of the 2005/2006 program were: Anneroze Badoiu (Bucharest, Romania), Laura Balaz (Subotica, Serbia), Brigitta Bogdán (Vízvár, Hungary), Erzsébet Farkas (Budapest, Hungary), Zoltán Djerfi (Sombor, Serbia), Zsanett Horváth (Bicske, Hungary), Judit Láng (Budapest, Hungary), Attila Menyhért (Budapest, Hungary), Zsolt Perczel (Budapest, Hungary), Julius Russo (Rimavska Sobota, Slovakia), Virgil Stan (Targu Mures, Romania),  Sándor Szoboszlai (Győr, Hungary), Borbála Varga (Libad, Slovakia),  Virginia Vidák (Tura, Hungary)

The Regional Roma Mainstream Media Internship Program received support from the Open Society Institute, the Belgian Evens Foundation, the Independent Journalism Foundation, New York and Népszabadság Ringier Training Center. Apart from these organizations, in previous years the program was supported by various European and North American organizations, including the Soros Foundation, the Levi Strauss Foundation, the US Embassy, the British Embassy, the Dutch Embassy – the Matra Kap Foundation, the Canadian Embassy, the Swiss Embassy, the European Union/Phare Programme, the European Cultural Foundation, the United States Agency for International Development  (USAID), the German Marshall Fund, National Radio and Television Commission (ORTT), Ministry of Youth, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities and the Hungarian Radio. 

Since 1998 eighty five students completed the Roma Mainstream Media Internship Program that serves as a model to similar training programs in Slovakia, Romania, Bulgaria and Macedonia. The project received the top award of the Belgian Evens Foundation for intercultural education at the European Parliament on 25 November 2003. The Budapest Center for Independent Journalism continues the training program in 2007.
Radio training and production - Romani teenagers from Budapest
The Center for Independent Journalism implemented a 12-month project for Roma youth from May 1, 2005 – April 30, 2006.  The objective of the project was to train Roma teenagers from Budapest to produce radio magazine programs to be broadcasted by Radio C, a popular Roma radio station in the Hungarian capital city. This program was funded by the Dutch Embassy / Matra Kap foundation. The participants were all high school students, and were assisted throughout the project by Romani journalist mentors. Fourteen students completed a ten-day intensive radio journalism course (June-July 2005) and in August 2005 they began producing their own radio programs under the guidance of mentors. 
Upon the completion of the intensive training, 7-8 Roma mentors regularly assisted the radio program production by the teenager group. They have been working in teams with the teenagers to give them guidance and supervise the technical and professional standards of the production. The teenagers chose a title for their radio magazine: „Pepita” – illustrating diversity, and contrasts in their life. Since August 2005 till the end of April, 2006 altogether 11 separate half-hour programs were produced by the student team and aired by Radio C, the Budapest-based Roma radio. 

In order to maintain regular contacts and close cooperation in the group, mentors and program participants held weekly meetings to discuss current assignments and coordination of the productions.  In February and March 2006 further training workshops were held by trainer Endre Kantor (trained trainer by the Danish School of Journalism) with a focus on various radio formats, to enhance interviewing skills, to improve radio production techniques (packages, live broadcast, phone-in, news and script writing, etc.). The goal was to provide a more personalized, individual tutoring for the students. Apart from the regular work with mentors, trainers, guest speakers were invited to talk about the journalistic profession, ethical behaviour, Roma culture and history and share experiences with the students.

Topics of the magazine programs included: 

- Copyright law and the illegal music copies; Roma-buster – a racist pc game; 

- Roma women in the EU; 

- Roma youth and holiday jobs; 

- What role did Roma people play in the 1956 revolution?; 

- “City Stop Group” – a project to support disadvantageous youth; 

- The “Solidarity Night” in Budapest for homeless people; 

- Demonstration of women against domestic violence – organized by the NGO “NaNe”; 

- How to help the poorest of the poor? – interview with sociologist Zsuzsa Ferge; 

- Roma scholarship winners from the 5th district; 

- Roma poetry and how we tell our poems; 

- Let’s meet the Roma role model for Hungary – Norbert Szirmai (a former graduate of the CIJ Budapest’s Roma mainstream media internship program, who was awarded by the Pannon GSM Foundation
- Gyozike, the most popular Roma showman of the largest commercial television, RTL-Klub talks about an exhibition; 

- Introduction to the Roma mainstream media internship program; 

- Anti-Racism Day – reporting on the festival against racism in Budapest;

- Search for young Roma talents

- The family of a boy who has been in coma for two years, seeks financial support from the audience; 

- The first official Roma gallery with contemporary works opens in Budapest.

- Live broadcast with Ferenc Szenasi music-teacher about the future of Gypsy music and musicians and the Marathon run for a drug-free Hungary

The reporters involved regularly in the production were: Péter Orsós, Attila Deák, Diana Horváth, Kitti Demeter, Dávid Elekes, Andrea Orsós, Aranka Tóth, Roland Lázók, Szabina Balogh, Nabila Kebiche, Sándor Szoboszlai, Mercédesz Balogh. They were assisted by the following mentors: István Szilveszter Balogh, Norbert Szirmai, Gyula Galyas, Sándor Tóth, Alfonz Zsiga, Béla Váradi, Béla Ponczok and Tamás Setét

Desegregation policies in the United States

Deborah Michaels from the University of Michigan, School of Education met the students of Roma mainstream media internship program at the Center on 24 February. Made a presentation about the history of desegregation policy in the United States followed by a discussion. At an earlier roundtable discussion hosted by the US Embassy in Budapest, Deborah Michaels presented her thesis “Moving Beyond “Separate and Unequal,” Striving toward Educational Equity: Lessons from the History of Desegregation in the United States” to leading education officials from Hungarian institutions and Roma organizations.
Roma training evaluation 

On behalf of the Open Society Institute Network Media Program, Dutch media expert Yasha Lange visited the Center on June 26-29  to assess the results and impact of support to Roma media and training. The center assisted the evaluator with the coordination of the program and providing facilities for the interviews and meetings with experts, focus groups and journalists.
Workshops hosted by the center

The Center hosted the training workshop on media relations conducted by the UNHCR Budapest office for NGOs working with refugees on April 25-26, 2006.
A television training workshop was organized and conducted by Sziget Ltd. on April 28-30, 2006 by leading television journalists for teenagers – selected for an EU talent program at CIJ. 

II. International cooperation

Cooperation with SEENPM
The South East European Network for Professionalization of Media (SEENPM, www.seenpm.org ) was created in February 2000 with the aim to raise journalism standards, improve media environment on the national and regional levels, encourage cooperation among media professionals, and contribute to mutual understanding and stability in South East Europe.  Besides the Danish government and the Open Society Foundation, SEENPM activities have also been supported by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation.
The South East European Network for Professionalization of the Media (SEENPM) consists of 15 member centers, media NGOs focusing on journalism training, media research, media policy development and advocacy in 11 countries: Albania; Bosnia-Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Hungary; Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, and Slovenia. During the years operation, SEENPM has established itself as one of the key regional players in media policy, research and professional training in South East Europe. 
The Budapest Center has been an active member of the network since its inception, and on April 2, 2006 was elected the President of the network. In this position, the Center had two major tasks in 2006: 
· manage the implementation of activities and projects to develop capacities in key strategic intervention areas (media policy initiatives; media research and documentation; training and exchange of professionals; self-sustainability); 
· professional and organizational strengthening of the network by the establishment of the new legal entity of SEENPM. 

At the General Assembly (GA) meeting in Tirana on 15-16 December, 2006. fifteen members adopted a new statute in order to register SEENPM as an association in Albania, and elected the following members to the Board of SEENMP: Remzi Lani, Albania (chairman), Ilona Móricz (Hungary), Bela Ajzenberger (Serbia), Boro Kontic (Bosnia), and Ognian Zlatev (Bulgaria). According to the adopted statute, SEENPM employed Sandor Orban (Hungary), as executive director for coordinating the network’s media development, professional training, advocacy, and fundraising activities. The General Assembly also discussed interim reports on SEENPM activities for January-November 2006. These documents were presented by president Ilona Moricz whose terms expire once all projects, launched under the old SEENPM structure, are completed. At the meeting delegates tackled project and fundraising plans to be executed in 2007.

As President and a member of the network, CIJ participated in the following SEENPM activities:
March 3-4: Founding conference of the SEENPM researchers network in Sofia. 
 We also selected a participant – Endre Novak from Origo’s business section to participate in the online ethics workshop to be held in Sarajevo from 24 o 28 April.

April 1-2: Annual General Assembly, Opatija

April 24-28: Course on Editorial Ethics for Online Journalists (Media Center Sarajevo)
April 26: Transfer of the documents between the former and the new Presidencies (Budapest)
May 3-5: Meeting of the South East European networks secretariats in Sarajevo at the Danish Embassy, meetings with the staff of the Sarajevo Media Center.

May 6: Ad hoc meeting in Vienna with the member of the Coordination Committee (CC) and former SEENPM presidents on the new network structure’s establishment.

May 11: Meeting of the Coordination Committee in Budapest – elaboration of the road map to the new structure.

May 26-27: Digital Television in Central and Eastern Europe: policies, development and public debate – international conference, Tirana
May 28 - Enlarged session of the Coordination Committee to finalize and adopt the road map on the new network structure. 

May 28: Coordinating Committee (CC) Meeting, Tirana (on the margin of the conference on Digital Broadcasting, organized by the Albanian Media Institute)
June 2-4: Media-self regulation in the countries of SEENPM organised for the staff of SEENPM member centers at the International Center for Education of Journalists (ICEJ) in Opatija. 

June 12-15:  Meeting with the representatives of the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs to conduct the Half Year Review of the SEENPM activities in Sarajevo. After the meeting, a workshop on fundraising was organized for all South East European networks, including SEENPM.

June 13: Half Year Review Meeting, Sarajevo
Organizer: NAB Program of the Royal Danish Ministry for Foreign Affairs

June 14-15: Fund-raising workshop for SEE networks, Sarajevo
Organizer and donor: NAB Program of the Royal Danish Ministry for Foreign Affairs

July 19: Coordinating Committee (CC) Meeting, Novi Sad

September 16: Coordinating Committee (CC) Meeting, Sofia

 (on the margin of the conference on self-regulation, organized by the Media Development Center, Sofia) 

November 3: Coordinating Committee (CC) meeting, Novi Sad 

Organizer: Novi Sad School of Journalism
December 15-16: Tenth General Assembly (GA) meeting in Tirana on 15-16 December, 2006. Fifteen out of the eighteen member centers attended the event, hosted by the Albanian Media Institute.
OSI EUMAP Program on media research
On May 9 , 2006 CIJ organized the national book lauch of the Hungarian version of the media research study „Television across Europe”. The project was launched and sponsored by OSI EUMAP in 20 countries. Penelope Farrar, the program manager and other leading experts of EUMAP project and Hungarian media researchers presented the research findings and the recommendations at the event attended by 35 journalists, media researchers and experts. Hungarian country reporter Peter Bajomi-Lazar dicussed the main features of the findings and presented his recommendations for Hungary. The presentations initiated an exciting debate at the book launch, which was widely covered by the print media. The center distributed the copies of the book to hundreds of media organizations, researchers, libraries. Prior to this event, CIJ had organized a national discussion of the draft of the Hungarian country report, coordinated the preparations of the Hungarian edition for publishing. The research can be accessed at www.eumap.org The Network Media Program of OSI organized an international conference to discuss the follow-up of the research program „Television across Europe” in Budapest (June, 2006) for the coordinators and researchers of the EUMAP project.
Study tour by Ukrainian newspaper managers in Hungary
CIJ organized the study tour on the „Experiences and lessons of the print media privatization in Hungary” from 20 to 25 November, 2006 upon the request of the Ukrainian Newspaper Publishers’ Association (UNPA). The program was supported by the East East Program of the Soros Foundation.The program structure included presentations, meetings with top and local leaders of the print media industry and field trips to media organizations in Budapest, Győr and Szekszárd. In order to provide a balanced view of the situation of the print media, targeted organizations represented both foreign and Hungarian ownership. Independent media experts were invited to provide information on the print media landscape, and also on lessons of privatization. The goal of the visit by the Ukrainian managers was to receive information and data on the print media situation in Hungary; get acquainted with different management policies of owners and their impact on the general status and editorial policies of newspapers; to establish direct and perconal contacts with the regional (and national) print media organizations owned by those foreign investors who intend to acquire Ukrainian publications; build direct contacts between the professional organizations embracing newspaper publishers and owners in both countries (Ukrainian Newspaper Publishers’ Association, Association of Hungarian Newspaper Publishers, Hungarian Audit Bureau of Circulations). The Ukrainian group will share the experience on the Hungarian privatization process with members of the association.

International conference on ethics
The Center for Independent Journalism was a co-organizer of the international conference Changing media ethics in Europe (January 26-28, 2006) that brought together British, Hungarian, Romanian and Ukrainian journalists and media experts.  The event was supported by the British Embassy. 
Texas A & M University group 

A group of Americal university students made a study trip on the Hungarian media at the center on June 12 – 19. This program was organized by Janis Overlock in cooperation with Janos Kodolanyi College in Szekesfehervar. The Center hosted the sessions and was paid for the services. 

Central European Initiative – journalists’ forum in Tirana
This Forum brought together about 40 journalists, editors, NGO representatives from the CEI countries. The main focus of the forum was the discussion of the different issues and topics involved in the process of EU accession through a media angle. This Forum was organized by the Albanian Media Institute and the Central European Initiative in cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Albania. Topics included: media and public perceptions on EU accession, media ownership and media transparency, harmonizing media legislation in the framework of EU standards, public broadcasting and its future in EU and in new democracies, the impact of globalization and digitalization, the role of media in post-accession context, and the free movement of journalists in CEI area and in the EU.
III. Roundtable discussions 

Gender in the media 

The Center for Independent Journalism had a follow-up event of its major gender mainstreaming project implemented in 2005. On February 16, CIJ organized a press-conference on the international findings of the Global Media Monitoring Project (GMMP) 2005. It was a joint program together with the Association for Gender Equality (IgEN), the implementing organization of the GMMP program in Hungary. 

Other participation of the center in events related to the gender portrayal by the media included: roundtable discussion Women in the Media organized by the 8th District House of Opportunities (February 8, 2006); presentation by director Ilona Moricz on the round table discussion Gender and the Media in Szekszard with participating journalists of the local media and NGOs (March 8, 2006).

Health reporting – roundtable discussions
In September 2006 CIJ launched a series of roundtable discussions in order to initiate a dialogue between heatlh experts and journalsts and provide a regular forum for discussions. 
Topics indluded: 

· Health care Reform: who is entitled to which services? (September 27)

· Health policy and risk prevention (October 26)

· Isolated or in community? Situation of people with mental disabilities in Hungary –in cooperation with the Mental Disability Advocacy Center (November 28)

New Media – roundtable discussions 

Traditionally the Association of Hungarian Content Providers (MTE) has been organizing roundtable discussions at the premises of CIJ. Last year topics for discussions were:

· The new draft of the media law and it implications for the online media. (February 28)
· The judicial practice of lawsuits against journalists (May 9)
· The election campaign and regulations for the online media. The Association discussed the impact of the political campaigning on the online media; the code of conduct for content providers and the monitoring of the online media that will be conducted by MTE prior to and during the day of the parliamentary elections. (May 28)
Press Freedom – roundtable discussion
In cooperation with the Press Freedom center, CIJ organized a roundtable discussion for media lawyers, journalism associations on the topic “Legal status of public figures in Hungary” (January 19). 
IV. Capacity building of CIJ

Staff participation in events and training programs

Budapest Court granted the status of “foundation for public benefit” to the Független Újságírók Alapítványa (Independent Journalism Foundation) on 27 Fabruary, 2007 which came into effect on April 1, 2006.  At the same time, the Court registered the new composition of the Board: János Horvát (President), Ilona Móricz and Miklós Sükösd. that the foundation and the new Supervisory Board: Dr. Gabriella Cseh, Vilmos Both, Éva Vajda.
The Board adopted the annual Report of Activities and the Financial Report 2005 at its meeting on April 11. The board also discussed the planned activities for 2006. 

CIJ Director met the President and Vice Presidents of the New York Independent Journalism Foundation (the founder of the Budapest Foundation) and other leaders of US NGOs in New York and Washington D.C. in July 2006. The director informed the Board about these discussions on 12 July.
The CIJ staff participated in a training workshop organized by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) on the topic of media relations on refugee issues (February 21-24) and other capacity-buidling events including: High-level conference in Vienna of the ‘Alliance Against Trafficking in Persons’ on Combating Trafficking in Human Beings, Especially Women and Children: Prevention – Protection – Prosecution (March 17), a meeting on the opening of the Norway Fund (March 3), a conference organized by the Hungarian Soros Foundation on fundraising project implementation experiences of NGOs with EU projects (April 4-5). An evaluation of the organizational capacities of the foundation was completed as a a part of the three year Trust Institutional Support Program.
The following sponsors contributed to the activties of our foundation:

British Embassy

British American Tobacco Hungary

South East European Network for Professionalization of Media (SEENPM)

Health Journalism Partnership

Royal Netherlands Embassy – Matra-KAP Program

Imperial Tobacco Hungary
Independent Journalism Foundation, New York

National Civil Fund
Népszabadság Ringier Training Center
Open Society Institute (OSI) - Network Media Program, EU Monitoring and Advocacy Program (EUMAP), Mental Heath Initiative 
Pókháló Kft.
Soros Foundation
Trust Fund

